ethnicity, gender, and primary professional activity. We calculated ratios and relative changes to assess potential differences across time and with other surgical specialties.
RESULTS:
The total number of plastic surgeons increased 11% from 2000 to 2013, reaching 7,970 active physicians and residents, the majority of whom were white (68.5%). Whites increased by 12%, reaching an overall relative increase of 1.4% among all plastic surgeons. Asians were the second largest group with a relative increase around 80% among plastic surgeons. Hispanic and African-Americans both almost doubled their proportion. Native Indians were the least represented group, however their number has been increased by 6-fold. The relative increase of white plastic surgeons was smaller than that of all other ethnic groups, and plastic surgery demonstrated a higher increase in minority physicians over time than surgery overall. The relative increase in female surgeons was 62% in both plastic surgery and surgery in general. Male physicians demonstrated a relative decrease of 7% in plastic surgery and 11.5% in surgery. Most plastic surgeons (98%) participate in patient care while a small portion are devoted to other activities (e.g., administrative, research, teaching). The relative change in these groups was (+)0.4% and (-)20%, respectively, rates similar to those in other surgical specialties.
CONCLUSION:
Our results suggest that the face of plastic surgery is changing and may be achieving racial and ethnic diversity more rapidly than other surgical specialties. The majority of plastic surgeons are involved with direct patient care with a decreasing number being completely devoted to non-patient care activities. It is important to monitor the composition of the surgical workforce to anticipate future deficiencies and excesses and to continue to serve a diverse patient population. 
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RESULTS:
In the NISQP database, there were 414 patients diagnosed with HS while the NIS database revealed 12,938 diagnoses over the same duration with 3,903 patients having surgery. In NSQIP, debridement was the most frequently performed procedure (n=106) and the most common complication was surgical site infections, most apparent in the incision and drainage (I&D) group (6.3%). Between plastic surgery and general surgery, complication rates were similar although plastic surgeons had longer operating room times. In the NIS, I&D (n=2,312) was the most commonly performed operation, with 595 skin grafts and 217 local flaps. When controlled for surgical procedures, NIS patients exhibited longer lengths of stay.
CONCLUSION:
Hidradenitis suppurativa is a condition that remains poorly represented nationally. General surgery and plastic surgery services manage the bulk of operative interventions with comparable outcomes. Further multidisciplinary approaches may be warranted to better define successful treatment approaches for this pathology.
